A great and vivifying message?had to be given to a
nation or to humanity, and God has chosen this
mouth on which to shape the words of the message.
A momentous vision had to be revealed; and it is
his eyes which the Almighty first unseals. The
message which he has received, the vision which has
been vouchsafed to him, he declares to the world
with all the strength that is in him, and in one
supreme moment of inspiration expresses it in words
which have merely to be uttered to stir men's inmost
natures, clarify their minds, seize their hearts and
impel them to things which would have been im-
possible to them in their ordinary moments. Those
words are the mantra which he was born to reveal
,and of that mantra he is the seer.

What is it for which we worship the name of
Bankim today? what was his message to us or what
the vision which he saw and has helped us to see?
He was a great poet, a master of beautiful language
and a creator of fair and gracious dream-figures in
tbe world of imagination; but it is not as a poet,
stylist or novelist that Bengal does honour to htm
today. It is probable that the literary critic of the
future will reckon Kapalkundalay Bishabfiksha and
Knshnakanter Will as his artistic masterpieces, and
speak with qualified praise of Devi Chaudhi^am^
Anmda Math, Knshnackarit or Dharmatattwa. Yet
it is the Baskim of these latter works and not the

S